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SUMMARY 

Fair Park houses some 30 structures that date from the Texas Centennial Exposition of 
1936 and i t s continuation, the Greater Texas Pan American Exposition of the following 
year. The s i t e has been used for the State Fair since 1886; several of the buildings 
were b u i l t for the f a i r and altered to correspond with the Centennial architecture. 
The s i t e i s s t i l l used as the s i t e for the Fair, and some of the buildings have since 
been altered to accommodate th i s use. A few structures have burned or been demolished. 
A few new ones have been erected. The Park, overall however, s t r i k i n g l y reflects the 
Exposition era. This extends to the landscape plan of the Exposition, which i s also 
generally i n t a c t . 

Buildings and features re l a t i n g to the character of the d i s t r i c t (numbered and lettered 
according to the accompanying map) are described below. 

THE ESPLANADE OF STATE 

This area of the Park contains the Esplanade of State and adjacent buildings as l i s t e d . 
In area, t h i s i s the largest portion of the Park and was the primary focus of the 
Exposition. 

Parry Avenue Entrance Gates and Pylon (1)(1936) 

The Parry Avenue entrance features carved r e l i e f s and six gold-leafed metal medallions. 
A central 85'-high pylon designed by George Dahl i s topped with a gold star represen­
ting the Lone Star of Texas. At the base i s a sculpture frieze of a buffalo hunt and 
a pioneer wagon t r a i n designed by Texas a r t i s t James Buchanan Winn, J r . The monumental 
scale of the pylon frames the entrance to the Esplanade, an Imposing and beautiful 
v i s t a . Lower gates stand to either side of the pylon. This entrance replaced an 
entry gate and building designed by James Flanders about 1900. 

The Esplanade of State (A-C) (1936) 

The Deco-style Esplanade of State, the most formal axis within the Park, provides a 
direct connection between the Parry Avenue entrance and the State of Texas Building. 
This axis i s on a southwest-northeast d i r e c t i o n . The axis i s comprised of three 
areas: the Grand Plaza (A) (the entrance), the Esplanade proper (B) , and the Court of 
Honor (C), the plaza i n front of the State of Texas Building. The Esplanade of State 
leads from the main entrance to the State of Texas Building; i t s centerpiece i s the 
ref l e c t i n g pool, 100' by 700' long. 

At the southwestern end of the pool's fountain are decorative pylons designed by Pierre 
Bourdelle. On each side of the pool are two 100'-by-175' courtyards dedicated to the 
regions of Texas. Featured i n the courtyards are statues which symbolize the six 
governments that have ruled over Texas—Spain, France, Mexico, the Republic of Texas, 
the Confederacy, and the United States. 
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